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Dear Dale and Virginia, 12 May 1992
Congratulations on your fiftieth wedding anniversary! I regret that I am not
there congratulating you in person, but constraints of time and money prevent the jour-
ney right now. As I doubtless told you at Christmas I have relocated to Lapeer, about

16 miles north of my former home in Oxford. The hassle involved in moving is similar

whether the move is 16 miles or 1600 miles; I'm currently living out of buckebs while
replacing leaky pipes beneath the house. I've sweat-soldered a good bit of eopper
pipe in my time, so the entire projeet should eost less than $100. Water is heated onm
the kitehen's tiny gas stove until I determine whether the water heater can be salvaged,
80 I'm beginning to appreeciate how the pioneers lived. Deer oceasionally browse in the
cornfield across the road and quench their thirst in the Flint River at the foot of the
hill. The eity wants to build a soecer field where ecornstalks now stand, and that
would be a shame. Lapeer would remind you a lot of Salem in both size and character.
I'm not a total stranger here, having shopped here for years. It should be possible to
sell this hMo at a profit in a few years and find another one to fix up. That will
happen sometime after I have The Mother of All Garage Sales to ferret out mueh of the
stuff that never should have been moved here in the first place, The enelosed photo
is one that appeared in the realtor's ad. You can see that I'm not exactly dealing
with a mansion here; I looked at other houses which had rooms larger than my entire
floor plan. It does tend to keep the snow off in the winter, though.

When Bryan asked for a photo of myself to include in your book of memories it oe-
eurred to me that I didn't have anything much more recent than a high-school graduation
portrait, and that only shows how much better I looked 30 years ago. A friend in Capac
(20 miles east of here) pressed her Polaroid into service and snapped the one you have
along with a eouple of others. I sent Bryan the best of the lot, gave photographer Mary
one for her collection, and kept the third. I should send it to Michigan Governor John
Engler to piteh darts at. I commented in a magazine that his photo on the cover would
make a great dart board after he slashed state budget funds which were used to provide
housing and food for Michigan's ever-increasing homeless population., His press secre-
tary took offense at my use of the term "economic bigotry" and fired back an equally
sarcastic retort in defense of the governor. Unfortunately this buffoon still has to
serve 3 more years of a 4-year term, and an attempt to recall him last year failed. His
brand of callousness shames us all.

A couple of neighborhood kids are frolicking outside my window on an unusually
beautiful Michigan midday, and the mail carrier will soon arrive. My congratulations,
again, on fifty years of wedded bliss. A letter says it better than a card can, and
there is more room for other things. Cheers and best wishes on this joyous occasion,

and may you enjoy another 50 or so!
Best wishes,

—lpou__



My most vivid memories of Dale and Virginia center in the
1970s when, after my father's sudden death, Mother joined their
family in the Monterey area. Those years required love and
fidelity beyond measure. They always received us warmly as we

Y
visited. It was a long, difficult ten years for us all. We never

doubted she was in good hands.

Congratulations, Dale and Virginia.

God be with you all your days.

Lo,
Jarc
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While in high school, Uncle Dale invited me to participate in one of his oceanographic
research cruises. I still remember vividly the airplane flight to Dallas and being met
there by Aunt Virginia, who had driven all the way from College Station to pick me
up. During those few weeks I experienced and learned many things and have always
appreciated the time and opportunities to talk spent with Dale and Virginia.

Congratulations on your Fiftieth Anniversary!

Your nephew,

Rod
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